The 134th meeting of SEIAA held on 13th & 14th November 2023 decided the following

Item No.134.26	State Level Expert Appraisal Committee Report on Minimum Area required for Mining Granite Building Stones in Kerala ensuring Environmental safeguards 
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1. The minimum area for granite mining by ensuring all the environmental safeguards in the State of Kerala should be greater than 0.5 Ha as recommended by SEAC. This decision of the Authority is as per the Clause 3 (3) of Environmental Protection Act 1986. 
2. This criteria is applicable with effect from 13th November 2023 onwards and no new application with area 0.5 Ha or less shall be accepted. 
3. All the active / live applications with area 0.5 Ha or less received and pending for the appraisal by SEAC need not be appraised further. 
4. Few such proposals recommended by SEAC to Authority may be referred back to SEAC for fresh consideration. SEAC may examine the possibities of recommending only these few proposals as one time exemption with reduced benches and reduced quantity suggesting enough safeguards for protection of environment in the project region. SEAC still has the freedom to reject these proposal for valid reasons. 
